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INFORMATION, CODES, AND LANGUAGES
ESSAYS DEDICATED TO HELMUT JÜRGENSEN ON

THE OCCASSION OF HIS 75TH BIRTHDAY

PREFACE

This special issue is dedicated to Professor Helmut Jürgensen on the occasion of
his 75th birthday and in appreciation of his scientific work and his impact as teacher,
mentor, and person. The sixteen papers in this special issue were submitted by
invitation of the guest editors. Each paper was reviewed by at least two referees.
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Helmut Jürgensen at a Festkolloquium
(University of Magdeburg, 2012)

The authors of the papers in this spe-
cial issue are collaborators, co-authors,
or scientific descendents of Helmut Jür-
gensen. We thank all of them for their
contributions as well as all the reviewers
for their work.

Helmut Jürgensen inspired many of
his academic collaborators scientifically,
asking and encouraging scientific ques-
tions that are beyond the borders of
conventional thinking and always aim-
ing for excellence and rigour. The sup-
port, leadership, and generosity which
Helmut Jürgensen exhibited, influenced
and shaped important skills crucial for
the academic careers of his scientific de-
scendents.

Professor Helmut Jürgensen’s re-
search topics range from semigroup the-
ory, automata and language theory,
coding and information theory through
aspects of system testing and human
computer interaction. The papers in

this special issue reflect this diversity of Helmut Jürgensen’s talent, intelligence, in-
fluence, and impact.

Helmut Jürgensen was born on 13 March 1942 in Rieseby, Germany. He studied
philology and mathematics at Kiel and Tübingen Universities in Germany. He began
his academic career at the University of Kiel, where he obtained his doctoral degree
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with the dissertation Der antike Metaphernbegriff in 1968, and the habilitation with
the thesis Rees-Kerne und Vereinigungserweiterungen von Halbgruppen in 1978. Al-
ready in the year 1977, he was appointed to a full professorship at the Department
of Computer Science at Technische Universität Darmstadt, Germany. From 1983 to
2008, he held a full professorship at the Department of Computer Science at the
University of Western Ontario, Canada, where, in addition, he worked as an hon-
orary professor at the Department of Mathematics from 1985. From 1996 to 2007,
he also was full professor at the Department of Computer Science at the University
of Potsdam, Germany. Since 2007 and 2008, he has been Professor Emeritus at the
Departments of Computer Science at the University of Potsdam and the University of
Western Ontario, respectively. Since 2008, he has been Adjunct Research Professor
at the Departments of Computer Science and of Mathematics at the University of
Western Ontario.

Helmut Jürgensen supervised numerous Master’s theses and 23 PhD theses in the
areas of mathematics, computer science and linguistics.
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He maintains research collaborations
to members of universities all over the
world, including the University of Halle-
Wittenberg (Germany), University of Pots-
dam (Germany), University of Auckland
(New Zealand), St. Mary’s University (Hal-
ifax, Canada), University of Saskatchewan
(Canada), York University (UK), Stellen-
bosch University (South Africa) and Umeå
University (Sweden). Moreover, Helmut
Jürgensen is an active member of his re-
search community, organizing international
conferences for scientific exchange of ideas
and results and serving as member of nu-
merous advisory or editorial boards of sev-
eral scientific journals and centers.

Meeting Helmut Jürgensen involves noticing his scientific skills, character, and gen-
erosity, which are unprecedented in the academic world and surely also well beyond.
We, the guest editors, wish to personally thank Helmut Jürgensen for the support,
mentorship and leadership, and collaboration. We have the highest respect for Hel-
mut’s scientific excellence and for him as a person who influenced us very deeply and
shaped our development so fundamentally. Thank you Helmut for being who you are.

Umeå and Potsdam, April 2018 Suna Bensch and Henning Bordihn


